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About the Impromptu Conversation Activity

The second part of the competition is the impromptu conversation activity. The impromptu conversation is
like an impromptu speech in that you will be given a topic and 10 minutes of preparation time. However, it
differs from an impromptu speech in other ways. First, it involves acting rather than expression of your views
on an issue or problem. Second, it will be done in teams instead of individually. Here lies the “conversational”
element. During the 10-minute preparation period, you will have enough time to plan what your group will
do. However, you will not be able to memorize every word you will say. To make your impromptu

conversation a success, you will have to choose many of your words “on the spot” and not ahead of time.
Here are some guidelines for preparing your impromptu conversation.

First, get familiar with the format of the conversation topics. Each topic presents a situation that your group

will dramatize. One example topic is given below:

A conversation taking place on the Da-Yeh University campus; please create a conversation in which the
judges will know you are on the Da-Yeh University campus.

Remember, the topic will not give you a story plot or particular words to present. Instead, your group will
choose lines and actions that bring the situation to life. An example impromptu conversation is given below,

on the following page.

Second, act your conversation out instead of just reciting your lines. Your listeners (including the judges) will
be seated some distance from your group. You may need to exaggerate your pronunciation and expression to
make yourself understood. Miming, body language, and appropriate use of your voice (e.g., pauses and pitch

variation) will help the listeners understand what you are saying.

Third, keep it simple. Avoid complicated words: they are hard to pronounce, and many of your listeners may
not know them. Remember that perfect grammar and an “advanced” vocabulary are not as important as your

ability to dramatize your topic.

Finally, find ways to make your topic fun. Give your characters personality. Let them interact with one another

and say funny things so you will keep your listeners’ attention.

To prepare for the impromptu conversation, try practicing the example topics above with your group. If
necessary, ask your teacher to create new topic situations for further practice. The more you practice, the more

confidence you will gain. With a bit of imagination and some practice, your group will learn to do its best.



Examples for Impromptu Conversation

Example Topic: A conversation taking place on the Da-Yeh University campus; please create a conversation in
which the judges will know you are on the Da-Yeh University campus.

The group consists of three people, A, B, and C. They start the conversation by miming their actions. They are in
a car together on the way to DYU, with A in the driver’s seat.

A:  Well, it looks like we are finally here. This is the main gate, isn’t it?
B: Yes... There it is on the sign: “Da-Yeh University.”
A: Let’s go in and stop the car for a bit. We need to look at the map.

A, B, and C stop the car. They get out and look around.

C:  Wow, this campus sure is hilly. Look at that long driveway.
A: I guess that students here get a lot of exercise. I hear that the campus is quite large.

A shades his/her eyes and points towards the distance.

What is that building up ahead?

Wait, let me look at my map ... That’s the School of Management.

But we’re supposed to go to the School of Languages, right?

Uh-huh. That’s where the competition is. Here it is on the map. A little ahead and tothe left.
OK, let’s get going.
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A, B, and C get in the car again and start driving.
B: Oh, 7-11 ... I’'m hungry! Can we stop and get a bite to eat?
C looks at his/her watch.

C: But the competition starts in 15 minutes! We’d better wait.
A: Uh ... where are we supposed to park?
C: There’s a security guard up there. He’s directing us to turn left here.

A mimes turning left.

C: Slow down! There are students crossing the road ...

B: Hey, that one has horns! I didn’t know that DYU students had horns!

C: That’s not a student! That’s a goat! Have you forgotten your glasses again?
B: A stray goat?? Wow, DYU really is in the countryside, isn’tit?

A mimes turning right.

A: OK, here’s the garage. Let’s go into the top level.
B: So ... Where’s the competition? Where are we supposed to go?
C: Just follow the signs, dummy! Don’t you see them on the wall?

B is annoyed. He/she hits A.

B: Hey, I’'M not a dummy! YOU’RE a dummy!
A: Stop arguing, you two! You see that crowd of students ahead on the right? They are pointing us to the

auditorium.
B:  Yes.J107. There it is! Let’s go in!



List of topics for impromptu conversation
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1. A conversation taking place at a pet shop; please create a conversation in which the judges will know you
are at a pet shop.

2. A conversation taking place at a fast-food restaurant; please create a conversation in which the judges

will know you are at a fast-food restaurant.

3. A conversation taking place at a night market; please create a conversation in which the judges will
know you are at a night market.

4. A conversation taking place at a convenience store; please create a conversation in which the judges

will know you are at a convenience store.

5. A conversation taking place on a crowed train; please create a conversation in which the judges will

know you are in on a crowed train.

6. A conversation taking place at an amusement park; please create a conversation in which the judges will

know you are at an amusement park.

7. A conversation taking place at a traditional market; please create a conversation in which the judges

will know you are at a traditional market.

8. A conversation taking place at a high-speed rail station; please create a conversation in which the

judges will know you are at a high-speed rail station.

9. A conversation taking place at a noodle shop; please create a conversation in which the judges will know

you are at a noodle shop.

10. A conversation taking place at a steak house; please create a conversation in which the judges

will know you are at a steak house.

11. A conversation taking place at a movie theater; please create a conversation in which the judges

will know you are at a movie theater.

12. A conversation taking place in a KTV room; please create a conversation in which the judges
will know you are in a KTV room.



13. A conversation taking place over a phone with a bad connection; please create a conversation

in which the judges will know you are talking over a phone with a bad connection.

14. A conversation taking place at an airport; please create a conversation in which the judges will

know you are at an airport.

15. A conversation taking place during break time at an English class; please create a conversation

in which the judges will know you are taking a break during an English class.

16. A conversation taking place in a car on a highway; please create a conversation in which the

judges will know you are in a car on a highway.

17. A conversation taking place at a zoo; please create a conversation in which the judges will know

you are at a zoo.

18. A conversation taking place at a beautiful book store; please create a conversation in which

the judges will know you are at a beautiful book store.

19. A conversation taking place at a post office; please create a conversation in which the judges

will know that you are at a post office.

20. A conversation taking place at home along with yourself only; please create a conversation in

which thejudges will know that you are along at home.

21. A conversation taking place on the way to Da-Yeh University this morning; please create a
conversation in which the judges will know that you are on the way to Da-Yeh University this

morning.



